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Abstract
Dental implants have evolved as a standard of care
for replacement of missing teeth. Though this
treatment modality promises a high level of patient
satisfaction and success, it cannot be performed in all
cases. Apart from medically compromised patients,
implant use is also restricted whenever there is
limited available bone volume at the edentulous site.
An example includes the mandibular incisor, the
maxillary lateral incisor region, and other sites with
reduced interdental spacing and atrophic edentulous
maxillary and mandibular ridges. Bone volume at
some of these sites can be increased by suitable
augmentation procedure for placement of a regular
diameter implant (3.75 to 4.2 mm). But many a times
such procedure cannot be undertaken either due to
financial constraint, risk of subjecting the patient to
additional surgical procedure, added time factor, or
guarded prognosis of the grafted site. In such cases,
mini-implants can be used. In this case series, mini-
implants (2.5 to 3 mm) were used to replace teeth in
all mouth quadrants and to retain a mandibular
overdenture in a compromised case. The implants
served well at all the sites with minimal bone loss and
a high level of patient satisfaction. Mini-implants hold
the potential to serve as an alternate to regular
diameter implants in certain situations. Preferably
they should be used in multiples to retain fixed dental
prostheses and might serve as an efficient, low-cost
solution for retaining overdentures in selected cases.
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